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on the Prussian ultimatum: "A sovereign !««!)' am never apologise to the wife of its first servant." ' The Memoirs of Count dc 1'urlcH, a Swiss officer who espoused the cau^e uf the Dutch Patriots and helped to raise u regiment lor them, show the cause of Iheir confidence. lie wrote on 141)1 September: "Though the Prussians art: at our (.jales, they seem to me stlill at the sport of politics, and I can scarcely believe that they will put themselves between our waters and utir l-'n'inii. At the worst we will open our sluices and drown ourselves."*
There wan the strength uf the. I'.Uriols, In u Ic^al sense their case was weak; but their audanous energy even now promised to snaU'J) victory from the inert Onni^t- party, Tbr I'Vee llui'iw in the months of July and August became more nnnieruus and insnlenl ihun ever, and it was a notorious lad llml hundreds of 1'Yei ich olfkvrH ntn\ wihlic-rs hud pasictl into llidr Miikv.1 Thus fltrcnulhent'd, they niiin'hed about the nuinlry, laltin^ some phu:cs by force, and in several eases tlepusiu^ the kr^enlHturfhirruinKis-trutcs appointed by the Sladholder. On nil Mile* tliry dt^ptiilt-tl the properly uf opponents, find carried cunliisinn to the ^iilrs of The llajjuc. On 1st AuKUnl Harris OUIH .summed up hi1, bopen and wishes l« Clanrmrlhen: " If I nm tle-VVitlwl, tlun'l lei me he outwitted, but revenue, me." ' Count HciUint'k ulmi wrotr: " the majority of Holland have, made themselves rnanirrs of our lives and property; . . . Ihey are masters of the purie, and of ihr sword, and of the Courts uf Justice.1" That arch inliii;iicri Vcrac, on jl.st August, the very d;iy of hn recall, a^Min-d !l)d I'atriols that I-'rancc would nrvrr ilc-srrl ihnn. Ihi-. bn.ist was oiii-ionaiil with the wlmli- pulicy tt| l-'ram e ri-ipn iiu^ the J'Vct! (.'urp.s. .She had ivjcctcfi (lie I'ne-Miiti pinpn-.,d /ur their aiippreiMcni, whicli ai nunp.inird the plun of a l-'iaiun-l'iii^inn mediation. On 2<jlh Aunusi MiiiiLinmin stated iu Ktlrii ibat il W»H impossible to disann Uu- I-Vrt- (.Wps, and on i ilh .September when -stiff reinoiiilriUH'ivf lame, (rum London on this *ttilijrct, he airily declared that l-'rann* could no more citntml lluw limn the waves of the nea."
1  ' Matmcshury Uiiiriri," ii, 371. '  ' Mt!iiii. dti Cninic. dc 1'itiici" (I<M|), yj. *  'Auckliiml JnmtmlV'i, J>|i ^5'^-                 ' M.M. Attil, MS«..
1  ' Uiiipiiiiirc! I'.,H lii, 4i1 8  ' K ( }.," Kr.xiH c, 25, 26. Kdcn to Carmanlirn, 391(1 AM«HHI »m( i nil Se-pt-Ginltrr.i.,M V'l.int P, 35.   VMrn ut ('mmniiUriJ, idili
